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Sick of McMansions? Marianne Cusato, creator of the award-winning Katrina Cottages, is a

champion of traditional architectural principles: structural common sense, aesthetics of form,

appropriateness to a neighborhood, and sustainability. She presents the definitive guide to what

makes houses look and feel right, revealing the dos and don'ts of livable home design. Hundreds of

elegant line drawings--rendering the varieties of architectural features and displaying &#147;avoidâ€•

and &#147;useâ€• versions of the same elements side by side--make this an indispensable resource

for designing and building a timelessly beautiful home.
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In the late 1930's, many of Germany's finest architects arrived in the United States fleeing from

Hitler's persecution. Soon Architecture Programs throughout the country adopted their modernist

agenda. For the last seventy years, modernism has been the dominant language of architecture

school. With a few notable exceptions, the visual language of traditional and classical architecture

has all but dissapeared from the halls of academia.Modernism was embraced by America's cultural

and business elites. However, most Americans have never bought into the modernist agenda.

When it comes to homes, most new home buyers want houses built in traditional styles.

Unfortunately, there has been a disconnect between what architects have been taught to design

and what consumers wish to purchase. One need only drive through the streets of most American

suburbs to see the numerous failed and often times grotesque attempts at traditional



architecture.Into this skills void steps Marianne Cusato. She is a product of Notre Dame's School

Architecture, a program known for embracing traditional and classical architecture. "Get Your House

Right" is a comprehensive guide to the architectural language of classicism. Through the use of

nearly a thousand beautifully rendered pencil sketches, she shows both poorly and properly

executed architectural details. In this relatively short book, Cusato tries to show other architects

what they missed in their architectural studies.I am not an architect. My hobby is looking at old

houses. The value of this book is that it helps me understand why some houses work while others

houses fail.
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